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Students arraigned on felony charges for alleged bike thefts
By Chelsea Lane
GVL News Editor
Grand Valley State University
students Jack Stinebaugh III and
Nathan Arends were arraigned in
the Hudsonville District Court
Wednesday morning on felony
charges resulting from their
alleged theft of six bikes from
the GVSU and Calvin College
campuses.
Both Stinebaugh and Arends
face a five-year felony charge of
receiving and concealing stolen
property valued at more than
$1,000 but less than $20,000.
According
to
Hudsonville
District
Court
records,
Stinebaugh and Arends requested

court-appointed attornies. Both
entered a not guilty plea at their
arraignment. Although the thefts
took place in both Kent and
Ottawa Counties, all six cases
have been combined into a single
charge and judicial proceedings
will take place solely in Ottawa
County.
In addition to the criminal
charges filed against Stinebaugh
and Arends, police will seek
restitution for the theft victims.
The six bikes, whose total
value is approximately $3,000,
were stolen throughout October
and November of 2009. Three
bikes each were stolen from
GVSU and Calvin. Four of the

the bicycles during an interview
with law enforcement officials.
Police have since recovered
all but one of the bicycles.
The missing bike was sold to a
currently unidentified individual
through Craigslist and police are
still tracking its whereabouts.
GVSU
police
are
also
searching for the owner of one
of the recovered bikes, which
was stolen at or near Kirkpatrick
Living Center, so the bike may be
returned and restitution sought for
the victim. If a student believes
the bike may be his or hers, they
are advised to call DPS with a
description of his or her bike.

bikes were locked, one was
unlocked and the lock status of
the last bike remains unknown.
GVSU
police
said
the
individuals involved in the crime
targeted high-end bikes and cut
bike chains or locks with a pair
of bolt cutters.
A parent of one of the
victims later recognized his
or her student’s missing bike
on a Craiglist sale listing and
contacted university police who
tracked the phone number on the
listing, which led them to the
suspects.
According to GVSU police,
Arends and Stinebaugh admitted
to the thefts and attempted sale of
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Airports up security, increase profiling

GVL / Eric Coulter

Two students browse various course
books in the University Bookstore

Despite
competition,
UBS reports
strong sales
By Molly Waite

Muslim student
experiences mediainfluenced ethnic
projilirig first-hand
.

GVL Staff Writer
**■
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By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL Assistant News Editor

Weeks after the Christmas Day
bombing attempt on Northwest
Airlines Right 253, domestic and
international airports remain at
threat level orange, or high risk for
Courtesy Photo / Google Images
a terrorist attack, according to the
About 5,500 people fly through the
Department of Homeland Security.
Grand Rapids’ own Gerald R. Gerald R. Ford Airport each day.
Ford International Airport is no
and the negative attitudes of many
exception.
airport officials toward the Muslim
Almost 5500 passengers pass
community.
through the airport’s 12 gates each
Petra Aloofsy, secretary general
day, and travelers are encouraged to
to the Model Arab League, speaks
take the.added wait time associated
from experience when she said she
with increased security measures
feels there is still a heavy use of racial
into account when planning their
profiling in airport security.
arrival and departure times.
“Last Saturday, I was returning
Prospective travelers are asked to
from an academic seminar in
follow the Transportation Security
(Washington), D.C., and I felt so
Administration’s
humiliated in the
3-1-1 style of carry“For God's sake,
airport,”
Aloofsy
on — 3 ounces, 1
said. “Out of the huge
don't
make
it
too
quart, 1 bag — and
crowd in Reagan
that you're profiling Airport, myself and
arrive at least 90
minutes prior to
me because of my
an elderly, disabled
domestic departure
lady were the only
headscarf.”
and 120 minutes
ones selected for
PETRA ALSOOFY
prior to international
further screening.”
MODEL ARAB LEAGUE
to ensure maximum
She was then
SECRETARY GENERAL
flow
in airport
subjected to a fullsecurity.
body patting while
As passengers are also warned of
other couples in the airport watched.
“randorfi screenings” and additional
Security then scanned her hands
security measures, some people,
and ran various tests through the
including faculty and students at
computer.
Grand Valley State University have
“1 understand the need, but for
begun to question whether these
God’s sake, don’t make it too that
screenings are, in fact, “random”
you’re profiling me because of my
and not a combination of the media
headscarf," Aloofsy said. “I never

V

Courtesy Photo / Google Images

The threat level at all international airports has increased to orange, or high,
following the Christmas Day bomb attempt. Security has also increased.

have been so humiliated in my life
like that.”
This heavy profiling is not
uncommon . said James Goode,
professor of history and Middle
Eastern studies, who said he believes
it is rooted in a general fear and
suspicion Americans have begun to
have toward the Muslim population,
much of which is brought about by

negative images in the media.
“It’s rather difficult - on the one
hand you could see where this is
coming from, and it has always been
since there is not a lot of knowledge
about Islam and Muslims generally,”
Goode said. “So, where there is not a
lot of information or education by the

See Security, A2

University nears $50 million goal for 50-year anniversary campaign
By Samantha Butcher
GVL Staff Writer
Grand Valley State University
is now less than $10 million
away from completing its first
comprehensive
fund
raising
effort, the Shaping Our Future
campaign.

Launched publicly in June
2008, the campaign seeks to
raise $50 million by September
2011
to
commemorate
the
university’s 50th anniversary.
Money raised by the campaign
will fund several university
initiatives to better accommodate
GVSU’s growing student body.
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Ron VanSteeland, second from right, receives the Arend D. Lubbers Award at
the Shaping Our Future Campaign 2009 Enrichment Dinner.
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The Dorothy A. Johnson Center
for Philanthropy and Nonprofit
Leadership and the Hauenstein
Center for Presidential Studies,
both
nationally
recognized
4.500
organizations, will receive a
One way the university plans combined $8 million in funding.
Student scholarships, faculty
to serve the larger student body
is with the new Mary Idema Pew endowments, the Kennedy Hall
Library, which is set to receive $30 of Engineering downtown and
million of its budget from funds a new Movement Sciences and
Indoor Recreation
raised
through
building
will
also
the Shaping Our
“Grand Valley
receive
financial
Future campaign.
is already a key
support from
the
University
campaign.
catalyst for West
President Thomas
M a r i b e t h
J. Haas said the
Michigan ... ”
new library is one
Wardrop,
vice
DON PATON
president
of the university’s
of
ALUMNI CHAMPIONS
top priorities.
University
COMMITTEE CO-CHAIR
“We need to
Development, said
the campaign will
replace the library
that
was
built
position GVSU for
in Allendale to serve a couple a successful next 50 years.
thousand students with a ne\v
Thecampaign ,
also
has
a broader view of its goals,
kind of library for the information
age,” Haas said. “It will serve examining how the planned
our 24,000 students looking for developments will impacf West
tools they'll need to build their Michigan.
According to the campaign’s
own futures and contribute to the
Web site, “The capacity to deliver
overall economy of the region.”
nationally-ranked programs to
The remaining $20 million
students here in Michigan, to
raised through the campaign will
support several GVSU programs.
GVSU currently enrolls more
than 24,400 students, and the
number of annual graduates has
more than doubled in the past
decade, increasing from 2,220 to

See Campaign, A2

With the rising cost of tuition,
many students find it increasingly
difficult to make ends meet and scrape
together the funds for each semester.
In addition to tuition, students must
find money for textbooks — a large
and mandatory expense. With limited
funds, saving money on textbooks
has become a necessity for surviving
the recession.
Despite the drop in sales when
the recession began, Jerrod Nickels,
manager of the Grand Valley State
University Bookstore, said the
2009-10 school year looks to be a
successful one.
“Through a number of initiatives,
we have worked very hard to supply
as many used books for students as
possible,” Nickels said.“This helps us
stay successful in a very competitive
market and it is consistent with our
mandate to keep prices to students
as low as possible.”
Staying competitive is essential
to textbook providers, with students
such as freshman Kaylee Stevenson
hunting for the best possible prices.
Stevenson
L
It is a huge
purchased
most of her
expense I
textbooks
would rather
from Amazon,
not pay, but
com
this
semester.
I know it is
“The
part of the
bookstore
system.”
doesn’t seem
to have the
JENA LEWIS
cheapest
GVSU JUNIOR
prices
and
online prices are better,” Stevenson
said. “Textbooks are expensive. I am
already paying an arm and a leg for
school and the books just add to it.
Half the time my teachers don’t even
refer to the textbooks, so I never
even open them, which just makes
textbooks a waste of my money.”
In spite of competition from
online venders and other local stores
§uch as Brian’s Books, more than 50
percent of textbooks sold at the UBS
this year were used textbooks.
Nickels said the average college
store only sells 27 percent used
books and added she believes the
bookstore’s aggressive buy-back
program contributes to keeping the
cost of textbooks as low as possible
in a challenging marketplace.
In the current academic year,
UBS has sold more than 55,000 new
books, 66.(XX) used books, almost
11 .(XX) course packs and lab manuals
and more than 500 e-books.
“We have worked diligently as
a department to develop a pricing
structure for textbooks that is
competitive and to the benefit of
students,” Nickels said. “Because
books are so expensive overall, it
may be hard for students to notice
the difference, but we really do make
an effort to keep prices as reasonable
as possible given their cost to us and
the cost of operating the store.
“We believe that we are extremely
competitive with our textbook
pricing, given that we are mandated
to carry all titles for all classes,
including those that are difficult to
obtain or not particularly profitable.
As a university department, we
are obligated to get any book for a

See Bookstore, A2
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similar to Aloofsy, who shared
their airport horror stories
brought about by the color of
their skin or the scarf on their
head.
TTie general fear of this
stereotype is brought about by
the media, but where does the
fear of Islam hail from? What
about Islam lends itself to
this extreme sort of violence?
Goode said nothing about the
religion incorporates this type
of violence.
“Idon’tthinkit’snecessarily

Security
continued from page A1

population it is very easy to
develop stereotypes and they
don’t get dispelled when
people are not well-informed.
If you look particularly in
magazines and so forth, they
always have these wild-eyediooking Muslims on the cover.
You never see any gentle or
peaceful Muslims, which is
most of the population.”
Goode also said he has
talked to many students

pAPA JOHN

I

GET A LARGE PIZZA WITH ONE TOPPING

FOR ONLY $7.99
331-PAPA | WWW.PAPAJOHNS.COM
Tm and deliver)' exira ■ Valid at Allendale location only
I xpircs 3 31 2010

anything specifically about
Islam that lends itself to that,
but defense of the religious
community is an element,”
Goode said. “It depends how
you define or perceive that.”
G(X)de added, similar to
any religion, there is a small
population
of
extremist
radicals who are willing to use
violence as a means to achieve
their objectives — objectives
brought about by a sense of
defense for their religious
community.
It is somewhat similar to a
chicken or the egg dilemma,
Goode said.
** ... So if you are
constructing an alternative
world view you could say that
wherever ... Muslims have
been, foreign troops from
the West started intervening
and so forth,” Goode said. "I
guess you could construct a
believable pattern of behavior.
It’s rooted in defense of the
community, and of course,
extremist can always perceive

Grand Valley Lanthorn

a threat.”
As far as airport security
goes, however, Goode said we
have to be careful with what
we give away.
“You really have to think
very carefully about what
powers you cede to government
authorities,” Goode said. “I
think once you give them
away, you never get them
back. We really have to think
about what the implications
are, and not just for the wouldbe extremists and so forth, but
for everybody, because we’re
all going to be subjected to
these screenings.”
Goode related the current
privacy debate back to the
Patriot Act, which was passed
by Congress shortly after
9/11.
“That was passed almost
overnight
and
almost
overwhelmingly in Congress,
and almost no Congressmen
who voted had the time to read
the hundreds and hundreds
of pages of fine print of what
they were giving to the federal
government,” Goode said.
“It’s only years after that we
understand what we’ve given
away in our name.”
Privacy is important, but for
students such as Aloofsy, there
are more personal matters of
dignity that also hang in the
balance.
“I understand the fear that
many people have, which
is fueled more by the media
and the government failure
to practice common sense,”
Aloofsy said. “However, it
is our decision as a nation to
move forward or to let fear
govern us.”

assistantnews @ lanthorn .com
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Despite online and local competition, UBS plans for a good year.

Bookstore
continued from page A1

course that is needed by a
student and to stock enough
copies of books to meet
student needs. Of course,
this kind of service has costs
associated with it, including
personnel, shipping and
handling costs, but it is the
kind of service that we are
committed to and obligated
to provide.”
For some students .buying
books from the University
Bookstore also gives them
an advantage through the
university’s financial aid
program.

Ed Kerestly, director of
Financial Aid, confirmed
financial aid awards can
cover textbook costs and
students with those awards
are quick to take advantage
of them.
Junior Jena Lewis used
financial aid to purchase her
textbooks for the semester.
In the past, Lewis purchased
her textbooks offline.
“I bought my books at the
campus bookstore because
that is where my financial
aid was sent,” Lewis said.
“It is a huge expense I would
rather not pay, but I know it
is part of the system ”

m wa i te @ lan thorn .com

OK, SO MY SUBS SEAllY AREN'T GOURMET AND

ESTABLISHED IN CHARLESTON, H.
IN 1983 TO ADD TO STUDENTS GPA
AND GENERAL DATING ABILITY.

^WlWtY

’
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Since

■

WE RE NOT FRENCH EITHER. MY SUBS JUST TASTE
A UTTLE BETTER, THAT'S ALL! I WANTED TO
CALL IT JIMMY JOHNS TASTY SANDWICHES. BUT

Campaign

MY MOM TOLD ME TO STICK WITH GOURMET.

continued from page A1

SHE THINKS WHATEVER I DO IS GOURMET, BUT

/V

I DON'T THMK EITHER OF US KNOWS WHAT IT
MEANS SO UTS STICK WITH TASTY!

COLD’S GREATEST
°°^MET SANDWICH

8" SUB SANDWICHES

Corporate Headquarters Champaign II

GIANT CLUB SANDWICHES
My dab sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7 grain bread or my famous
homemade french bread!

III of my tasty sub sanlwicbcs are a full I inches ef
homemade French bread, fresh veggies and the finest
■tats 1 chetse I cm h«y! lad if it matters to ye«.
we slice everything fresh everyday in this stare, right
here where yea can see it. (Ne mystery meat here!)

#7 GOURMET SMOKED HAM CLUB

#1 PEPE

I fall 1/4 pound of real applewood smoked ham.
provoloae cheese, lettace. tomato. £ real mayo!

Real afflcwaod smelted ham Md prevelene cheese1
garaished with lettacc. tomato, aad mayo.

Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce

#2 BIG JOHN*

SUM
SUM
SUM
SUM
SUM

SUII f IttAcbMtt

Medium rare choice 'east beef, topped with
yammy mayo, lettuce. Md tomato.

*3 TOTALLY TUNA*
fresh hMsemade tana, mined with celery. Miens,
aad ear tasty saaca. thee topped with alfalfa sproats.
cacamher. lettuce. Md temate. (My tana reels!)

2
3
4
5
6

Roast leef
Tana salad
Turkey breast
Salami, capicola. cheese
Rouble provoloM

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap | [

«4TUMffYT0M*

Choice rust beef, smoked ham. provoloae cheese.
Rijns mustard, lettace. tomato. £ mayo.

Same mgredieats and price ef tbe
saber club wtthoet tbe bread.

#5 WTO*
The original ItaliM sab with geaoa salami. praoeiMC.
| capicola. saioa. lettace. tomato. 1 a real tasty Italian
vinaigrette. (Net peppers hy request)

I

layers ef provoloae cheese separated hy real
avocado spread, alfalfa sprouts, sliced cacamhor.
k lettace temate. aad mayo. (Truly a gourmet sab Mt

tax lunchis. Harms, MfflEtr

for vegetarianseMy............ peace dude!)

BILITERT ORDERS will iadade a delivery
charge of 45c per item jw-iic).

J.J.B.L.T.*
lacea. lettace. temate. £ mayo.
(The only hotter R1T is mama's RIT)

★ ♦JIMMYJ0HNS.COM**

sbutcher@lanthorn .com

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB*
Real genoa salami. Italian capicola. smoked ham.
and provoloae cheese all tapped with lettace. tomato,
oaiu. mayo, and oor homemade Italian vinaigrette.
(Yon hav ta arder hot peppers, jnst ask!)

Shaping our Future Campaign goal

goal total (Kennedy
Engineering labs
and new Movement
Sciences building)

*10 HUNTER'S CLUB*
I fall 1/4 peand sf fresh sliced medium rare
roast hoof, provoloae. lettneo. tomato. £ mayo.

fresh sliced tarhey breast, tapped with lettace.
temate. alfalfa sproats. aad mays. (The original)

#6 VEGETARIAN

#8 BILLY CLUB*

support and help transform
the region’s economy and
to foster civic engagement
is crucial.”
Don
Paton,
retired
executive vice president
of Datacomp Appraisal
Systems of Grand Rapids
and co-chair of the Alumni
Champions
Committee,
agreed.
“Grand
Valley
is
already a key catalyst for
West Michigan with an
economic impact of $590

million annually,” Paton
said in a press release.
“But we also recognize
the role it will play in
providing talent for the
emerging
knowledge
economy, which is an area
where Michigan is actually
gaining jobs.”
Students, faculty or
alumni
interested
in
donating to the Shaping
Our Future campaign can
visit http://www.gvsu.edu/
give or call University
Development
at
(616)
331-6000.

• faculty endowment
and student
scholarships

#11 COUNTRY CLUB*
fresh sliced tarfcoy breast, applewood smoked ham.
prevolMe. and teas of lettacc. temate. and mayo!
(I very traditional, yet always exceptioul classic!)

■ Johnson Center for
Philanthropy and
Hauenstein Center

#12 BEACH CLUB* O

• Pew Library
Learning and
Information

fresh baked tsrkey breast, provalone cheese, avocado
spread, sliced cacamher. sproats. lettacc. tomato, and
mayo! (It's tbo real deal, and it ain't even Califernia.)

Commons

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB*
Rouble prevelene. real avocado spread, sliced
cacamher. alfalfa spreats. lettace. tomato. £ mayo.
(Try it on my / grain whole wheat bread. This veggie
sandwich is world class!)

GVL / Lauren Fitch

The Shaping Our Future campaign hopes to raise $50 million.

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB*
★ SIDES ★

*

tuwia

* Giant chocolate chip or eatmeal raisin cookie .. S1.SM
* leal potato chips or jambo kosher dill pitkle.... $1.99
* litre load of meat....... ........ ........ . ........... $175
* (xtra cheese er extra avocado spread.............. $178
* Hot Peppers............................................. $170

FREEBIES

(SUBS

t

CLUBS ONLY)

laion. lettace. alfalfa sproats. tomato, mayo, sliced
cacamher. lijea mustard, oil £ vinegar aad oregaao

THE J.J.
GARGANTUAN’
This sandwich was invented by
Jimmy John s brother Huey. It s huge
enough to food the hungriest of all
humans! Tens of genoa salami, sliced
smoked ham. capicola. roast beef,
turkey £ provoloae. lammed into
one of oar homemade french bans
then smothered with onions, mayo,
lettace. tomato. £ oar homemade
Italian dressing

Roast best, turkey breast, lettace. tomato. £ mayo.
In American classic, certainly net invented hy J.J. hut
definitely tweaked and fine tuned ta perfection!

#15 CLUB TUNA*
The same as oar #3 Totally Tana except this one has
a let more fresh hoasemade tuna salad, provolone.
spreats. cucumber, lettace. £ tomato

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER"
Real applewood smoked ham and bacon with lettace.
tomato £ mayo, what could be better!
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GV names Hamilton Affirmative Action VP
Celebrating Women Awards
now accepting nominations

The
Women’s
Commissions spring event,
“Celebrating Women Awards
Ceremony,” will be held on
April I from 3 pjn. to 4:30
p.m. in Kirkhof Center’s
Grand River Room.
The aim of the event is to
recognize men and women
from the Grand Valley State
University community who
have made a significant impact
on the lives of women.
For a complete list of
the award and scholarship
criteria, visit the Women’s
Commission Web site at
http://www.gvsu.edu/w_
commission.
Nomination
deadlines vary.
For additional questions or
comments, contact Women’s
Commission
co-chairs
Ashley Nickels (nickelas@
gvsu.edu) orTakeelia Garrett Lynn (garettt@gvsu.edu).
Student Leadership Award
nominations open

Nominations
for
the
Kenneth
R.
Venderbush
Student fjeadership Award are
due in the Dean of Students
Office (202 STU) no later
than 5 p.m. on Feb. 12. The
Kenneth
R.
Venderbush
Student leadership Award
will be presented to a senior
at the Awards Banquet on
April 12.
Candidates
must
be
a senior enrolled in Fall
and/or
Winter
semester,
demonstrate a significant
contribution to student life
through volunteer student
representation.
committee
involvement,
student
organization
leadership,
residence hall leadership
or athletic leadership and
participation and finally, be in
good academic standing.
Nominations can be made
for this award by visiting
http://www.gvsu .edu/dos.
Select “Forms,” then
click on the “Kenneth
R.
Venderbush
Award
Nomination Form.”
The nomination should
be sent in a sealed envelope
marked “Confidential” and
indicate that the nomination
is for the Kenneth R.
Venderbush Award.
Student membership plan
with YMCA of greater GR

The YMCA is offering
an alternative membership
for students who cannot
readily use the GVSU Fitness
Center, or who live closer to
downtown.
The cost is $160 per
semester with no joining
fee, providing access to any
of the branches affiliated
with YMCA of greater
Grand Rapids. However, this
reduced membership does
not permit parking privileges
at the David D. Hunting
Downtown YMCA.
The only way to join is
online at http://www.gvsu.
edu/ymca where students will
submit request to have their
account billed for $ 160.
Please note the enrollment
period for this membership
will expire on Jan. 24, 2010,
at which time no more
membership requests will be
accepted for Winter 2010.
Questions regarding this
membership plan can be
directed to Steven Lipnicki,
assistant dean of students.

Local lawyer joins
Office of Inclusion
and Equity, vows
to serve campus
By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL Assistant News Editor
Dwight K. Hamilton,Grand
Valley
State
University’s
new assistant vice president
for
Affirmative
Action,
describes landing his new
job as a “happy accident,” an
opportunity stumbled upon
while he researched another
matter online.
“I’ve had the pleasure of
getting to know many people
from the GVSU community
through
my
professional
career and community service
in West Michigan,” Hamilton

said.“Thisopportunity seemed
like the perfect combination
of my professional goals and
my personal interests.”
Prior to
beginning
his new job
on Jan. 7,
H a/n i 1 ton
established
his
own
law
firm
that catered
largely
to
commercial Hamilton
and
employment
litigation.
Through the course of his
law career, he has also been
a partner in a local law firm
and worked as a Corporate
Counsel at Steelcase.
Aside from law, Hamilton
has been heavily involved

with inclusion issues through
his leadership positions in
local organizations such hs the
Grand Rapids Area Chamber
of Commerce, the Multiracial
Association of Professionals
and the Grand Rapids Bar
Association.
“Although I enjoyed the
intellectual
challenge
of
practicing law,” Hamilton
said. “I look forward to
gaining personal enrichment
and fulfillment in my duties
here at GVSU in addition to
the professional challenge.”
Hamilton said he hopes
to advance GVSU’s vision
of promoting inclusion in
all aspects of university life
and said his No. 1 goal is
to provide “effective client
service” to the community in
hopes to help others work,

New Greek life members face higher GPA requirements
By Chelsea Lane
GVL News Editor
Greek life has been a part of the Grand Valley State
University community since 1971, with thousands
of students joining the university's various chapters
throughout the years. But now, the opportunity to “go
Greek” may mean hitting the books first.
Previously, any student with a GPA of 25 or higher
was academically eligible to join a fraternity or sorority.
But under the new academics policy, the Office of
Student Life will increase this minimum average by .05
each semester until it reaches 2.75.
“The motivation behind this change in GPA
requirements is simple: we are hoping to increase
the academic performance of fraternity and sorority
members,” said Branden Stewart, Greek life staff
assistant. “By raising the standard for membership,
we hope to raise the overall quality of our academic
reputation.”
Jesse Koch, graduate assistant for Fraternity and
Sorority Life, agreed the raised requirements will help
emphasize the importance of academics in Greek life.
“There is no reason that the minimum GPA
requirement for fraternities and sororities should be
sci far below the all-cam pus average,” Koch said in a
press release. “We feel that by increasing the minimum
expectations, we are making a statement to prospective
members that in order to be successful as a fraternity
man or sorority woman, you must first be a successful
student.”
Stewart said fraternity and sorority students seem
receptive to the policy change.
“Because academics are such an important part
of fraternity and sorority life, members of the Greek
community have seemed open and understanding of the
GPA increase,” he said. “It is everyone’s goal to create
a community of respected and prestigious students, but
we cannot achieve that goal unless we raise the bar for
who can join our organizations.”
According to a recent report by the Office of Student
Life, students in fraternities and sororities achieved
higher overall GPAs than the remaining undergraduate

Courtesy Photo / Delta Upsilon

The Office of Student Life plans to slowly raise the minimum GPA from 2.5 to 2.75 for members of Greek life.

population. The GVSU undergraduate GPA is 3.01,
which fraternity and sorority students bested with a
3.014 average.
“I am very impressed with the level of academic
success that the fraternity and sorority community has
continued to develop in recent years,” said Tom Coy,*
assistant director of Student Life for fraternities and
sororities, in a release. “Since I came to GVSU in 2007,
chapters have strived to hold themselves to the highest
standard and I am proud that their hard work has allowed
them to reach this milestone.”
Stewart attributed the increase in GPA to the more
strategic recruiting approach recently adopted by Greek

organizations.
“Rather than simply looking for students who seem
initially interested in Greek life, fraternity and sofflrity
members have begun to strategically recruit students
who have already proven themselves as dedicated
scholars and leaders,” he said. “This drive to recruit
high-quality members has helped in the gradual GPA
increases over the past few semesters.”
There are currently 23 fraternity and sorority
chapters at GVSU. Currently, 997 students are involve*!
in a Greek-letter organization, up from 590 students in
the Fall 2007 semester.

news@ lanthorn .com

Rooftop gardens protect Grand River
By Molly Waite
GVL Staff Writer
On the third floor of
Mackinac Hall, the view from
the philosophy department
office windows does not
include a gray, concrete rooftop
but rather a lush expanse of
plants. The grasses and other
flora did not grow there by
mistake but through the careful
planning and efforts to reduce
Grand Valley State University’s
impact on the Grand River.
As an important part of
the university’s commitment
to sustainability, green roofs
provide a natural and costeffective way to manage
storm water. Storm water is
the run-off caused by man
made surfaces such as parking
lots, sidewalks and building
roofs. The water also carries
chemicals and other pollutants

with it, causing harm to the conscientious effort to curb all
of our storm water flow.”
Grand River and other local
Green roofs are layered with
ecosystems.
sand, gravel, loam and other
“We like to show people
that we have a green roof coarse textiles to naturally
filter out pollutants and absorb
and that we're serious about
excess
water
storm
water
flow.
Koches
management,”
“A lot of people
said the plants
said
John
don't understand
chosen forgreen
K o c h e s ,
that these are
roofs are called
associate
succulents: lowresearch
not just gardens,
maintenance,
scientist of the
but engineered
drought tolerant
Ann is
Water
structures with a
plants with deep
Resources
root systems.
Institute
at
purpose.”
Norman
GVSU.“Having
JOHN KOCHES
Christopher,
the green roofs
AWRI ASSOCIATE
executive
is
just
one
RESEARCH SCIENTIST
director of the
way to deal
Sustainable Initiative, said the
with storm water that would
plants are put on the roof in
ordinarily flow off the roof. It
trays, so if a group of greenery
also prevents storm water flow
does not thrive, it can be
from the parking lots, cleaning
removed and replaced without
out chemicals that would end
serious cost or effort.
up in the river. We’ve made a

Fish, fun and "Fargo" at Getty
Drive-In

The Getty Drive-In,
WLAV’s Kevin Matthews
and Muskegon’s 92.5FM
The Outlaw present Margie's
Fish & Chipper Film
Festival, featuring a film
presentation of the movie
“Fargo” this Saturday.
The gates will open at 3
p.m. Prior to the movie, the
Getty Drive-In will host a
winter fish fry competition.
Ten local contestants will
exhibit their favorite fish fry
recipes and techniques— in
excess of 10 pounds of fish
per contestant.
A cash prize will be
« awarded to the winner along
with the Margie’s Cup
trophy. Admission is $ 10 per
person.

learn and teach in an open and affirmative action issues will
significantly enhance our
welcoming environment.
work in this area,” Arnold
“I’m very excited to be at
GVSU,” said Hamilton.Tve said. “We are very fortunate
to have found
consistently
“This opportunity
someone of his
found
people
caliber to join
here
to
be
seemed like
our Inclusion and
passionate
the perfect
Equity team.”
about
the
combination of my
Outside
of
university and
professional goals work,Hamilton is
their individual
a husband, father
roles
within
and my personal
and contributing
it. That speaks
interests.”
editor for Grand
volumes about
Rapids
Family
the quality of
DWIGHT HAMILTON
Magazine, where
this institution.”
GVSU ASSISTANT VICE
he
writes
a
Jeanne
PRESIDENT FOR
monthly humor
Arnold, assistant
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
column
on
vice
president
fatherhood. He is
of
Inclusion
and Equity noted Hamilton’s a fan of film and also works
importance as a new addition on a few screenplays of his
own.
to the team.
assistantnews@ lanthorn .com
“Dwight’s expertise in

One of the green roofs on campus, on Mackinac Hall, is now white from the blanket of snow

“We’re still learning about
the benefits of green roofs,”
Christopher said. “The green
roofs help us understand the
whole concept of waste water
management and lessening the
impact on our environment.”
Green roofs are not the only
way GVSU reduces its impact
on the Grand River. Indigenous
plants strategically
placed
around campus to form rain
gardens function in much the
same way to cleanse pollutants
picked up by run-off water.
“A lot of people just see
them as a beautiful garden, but
actually the indigenous plants
and flowers, which naturally
grow in Michigan, process
storm water,” Koches said. “A
lot of people don’t understand
that these are not just gardens,
but
engineered
structures
with a purpose. There’s more
to it than just planting pretty
flowers.”
The installation of green
roofs not only limits storm
water flow into Grand River
but reduces GVSU’s carbon
footprint.
James Moyer, assistant
vice president for Facilities
Planning, said green roofs have
the ability to sequester carbon,
making them a part of the 2010
Climate Action Plan released
last Friday. Green roofs also
insulate buildings, reducing the
costs of heating and cooling.
Some 33,800 square feet of
green roof have been planted
on four buildings across
campus to date and GVSU is
also scheduled to install an
additional 2,500 square feet
of green roof on two more
buildings this spring.
“1 think that what we’ve
discovered
is that
these

• Kennedy Hall of
Engineering: 20,000 square
feet of green roof
• Niemeyer Living Center:
4,200 square feet of green
roof
• Annis Water Resources
Institute Boat Storage
building: 3,000 square feet
of green roof
• Mackinac Hall: 5,900
square feet of green roof
on second floor roof and
700 square feet on the east
entrance lobby roof
• Housing 2010: 1,200
square feet scheduled to be
installed in spring of 2010
• Learning/Dining 2010:
1,300 square feet scheduled
to be installed in spring of

2010
processes
are
very
cost
effective, easy to implement
and
low-maintenance,”
Koches said. “We’re handling
water discharges internally and
adding the water back to the
groundwater systems where
they would have ordinarily
gone back without man
made structures. It leaves the
functions of the landscape
intact, serving to keep the
campus
environmentally
friendly at a low cost while
maintaining
the
natural
integrity of the sites they
manage. The university has
really bought into this process,
and I think that they’re doing a
very conscientious job.”

mwaite@ lanthorn jcom
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It is university practice to regularly review
policies and implement changes where
necessary, but it is students’ responsibility
to voice specific concerns when they arise.
As enrollment fluctuates and various construction projects
continue on Grand Valley State University’s campuses, the
issue of parking is left in limbo.
Lots are changed, moved or eliminated entirely — often to
the frustration of GVSU faculty, staff and students.
When Lot P on the south end of the Allendale Campus
was halved to make room for the new dining complex,
VanSteeland. Murray and Niemeyer residents were left to
battle it out for the few parking spaces remaining.
As a result, some residents rarely leave the lot, for fear
of losing their parking place, while others only take the risk
when off campus jobs, classes, hunger and social demands
cannot be ignored.
Each week some residents win the battle, and others find
themselves trekking from the backlands of Laker Village.
Because these grumbles are area specific and affect only
those students living on south campus, one could argue
the responsibility of identifying this issue for university
administrators is that of south campus residents.
However, dozens of other parking concerns require
support of the entire campus population to initiate policy
review and change.
Apart from the cost of parking permits, which many
students believe to be overpriced, the restrictions assigned
each colored pass are also an infamous topic among
residents and visitors.
Allendale and Pew campus resident passes are valid in all
student lots on either campus. However, Calder residents
are restricted to one lot on the Allendale Campus and all or
none downtown, depending on whom you speak to in Pew
Campus security.
Because of these restrictions, parking has become a
gamble in which the university almost always wins.
Issuing parking citations is a lucrative business for the
university and while the act should not be abandoned, this
particular area of parking policy demands significant review.
When one can expect a cheaper fine by. parking on the
grass than in the wrong lot, it is obvious the current policy
requires amendment.
It is students who must make the university aware of these
concerns and see that administrators follow through with the
‘ necessary policy changes. If those affected by inconvenient,
out-dated and altogether ridiculous policies do not speak for
themselves, such concerns will never be addressed.
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I thin* we're really onto
something, sir.
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What do you think of entertainment
options available locally?

Allendale is
fantastic. But
there's not all that
much stuff for
college students
to do. Walgreens
can only provide so
many entertaining
things.

Adam Dekker
Freshman
Music Education
Wyoming, Mich.

We need more
things to do
because the closest

There should be
another movie
theater and some

entertainment is
downtown Grand
Rapids.

more restaurants
and good shopping
in Allendale.

Khue Dinh
Freshman
Clinical Lab
Grand Rapids, Mich.

Stephani Morris

we need to start
supporting local
bands and try to get
them established in
the area.

Senior
Liberal Studies
Brooklyn, Mich.

Haitians need help from 'our country'
In response to Nicole
Avery’s column about
Haiti on Jan. 18, I’m
shocked by the lack of
research and thought of
what she wrote.
I cannot believe
that Ms. Avery had the
audacity to insinuate
(and complain) that
it’s unfair that the U.S.
government can send
$100 million in aid to
Haiti when Michigan
students have to pay back
the precious Michigan
Promise Scholarship.
First off, it’s the federal
government sending the
aid money, not the state
of Michigan, and it was
the state that promised
the money, not the federal
government. (In addition,
the scholarship is based
on merit, not financial
need.) Secondly, big
deal you have to pay
back a few thousand
extra dollars when you
graduate, because that’s

nothing compared to the
devastation the Haitians
are experiencing.
Ms. Avery also wrote,
“... I am against my
government ignoring the
needs of my own people
to help someone else.”
The U.S. government
is not ignoring the “needs”
of its “own people.”
To survive you need
food, water and shelter.
That’s it. The rest is just
bells and whistles. My
guess is that most, if
not every. Grand Valley
students' “needs" are met.
The only “need" in
the article that Ms. Avery
talks about is the taking
away of the Michigan
Promise Scholarship.
The scholarship is not
a need; it’s helpful and
convenient.
If people are so angry
that one of their “needs"
(meaning the Michigan
Promise Scholarship) is
not being met, protest

the university about why
they’re asking a state
government in debt for
$10 million to build
a lavish, over-the-top
library. Demand that
money for scholarships
instead.
Other countries have
to pitch in to help Haiti
because Haiti can’t do
it alone. The Haitian
government can’t meet
us more than half way.
They lack the resources
to do so. The U.S. is
the wealthiest and most
powerful country in the
world. It would be an
embarrassment if we
didn't help out.
Hundreds of
organizations are offering
ways to donate money,
food or health kits for
disaster relief. While some
organizations dishonestly
use monetary donations,
many do not so do your
homework to ensure your
donation is put to good

use.
A few times in the
article Ms. Avery used
the phrase "our own
people” or “my people.”
What exactly does that
mean? Who are your
people? Grand Valley
students? Michiganders?
Americans? This
insinuates that we are all
not one people. These
phrases embarrass me,
especially since this article
was printed on Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day, a
day that honors a man
who saw every human
being as one people. It
would have been better
to say “our country” or
"Americans."
I suggest that Ms.
Avery be more open and
compassionate about
helping our own people
in Haiti.
Jane Newton
GVSU senior

Stop the homosexual witch hunt

No: 53.33%

This week’s question:

Vote online at

Should construction of the new

Lanthorn.com

library be a top priority for GVSU?

GVL OPINION POLICY The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley
I.anthom opinion page is to stimulate
discussion and action on topics of interest
to the Grand Valley Community.
Student opinions do not reflect those of
the Grand Valley I an thorn
The Grand Valley lanthorn welcomes
reader viewpoints and offers three vehicles
of expression for reader opinions: letters
to the editor, guest columns and phone
responses.
I setters must include the author's name
and he accompanied by current picture
identification if dropped off in person.
Ijetters will he checked by an employee of
the Grand Valley lanthorn
letters appear as space permits each

Eduardo Diaz
Senior
Community, City and
Regional Planning
Hudsonville, Mich.

things in downtown
Grand Rapids. I think

LETTER TO THE: EDITOR

Is prejudice and stereotyping
a problem at GVSU?

46.67%

There are a lot
of independent
bands, but in terms
of nightclubs and
options for going out,
there are really only

GVL STUDENT OPINION

Valley Vote
Yes:

Lisa D'Addario
Junior
Advertising and
Public Relations
Shelby, Mich.

I actually think there
are a number of
opportunities and
activities in the area,
but the difficult part
is seeking them out.
Unfortunately, a lot
of the attractions
are 21 and up,
so that impedes
a lot of college
undergrads who
aren't old enough.

issue. The limit for letter length is one
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves tlx* right to edit and
condense letters and columns for length
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley lanthorn will not be
held responsible for errors that appear in
print as a result of transcribing handwritten
letters or e-mail typographic errors.
The name of the author may be withheld
for compelling reasons.
The
content,
information
and
views expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those of the
university, its Board of Trustees, officers,
faculty and staff.
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The issue of genocide
in Uganda may seem like
a problem that is far away
from America, far away
from Michigan and even
further away from Grand
Valley State University.
As you continue to
read, I encourage you
to transform the issue to
something more personal
and become an emerging
activist for humanity. I
also ask you, as a student
who strives to promote
equality and diversity, to
step out of your comfort
zone and not read the
following in a political
light but rather take heed
to the agenda of life.
1 Ast March, three
American evangelical
Christians visited with the
Ugandan government to
discuss the homosexual
agenda, according to

The New York Times.
Scott Lively, Caleb l^ee
Brundidge and Don
Schmiercr posed as
experts on homosexuality
and persuaded political
members and masses of
conservative Africans
that “gay men sodomize
teenage boys.”
Ugandan
parliamentarian David
Bahati introduced the
Anti Homosexuality Bill
shortly thereafter as a
way to eliminate a group
of people he hates and to
control the spread of HIV/
AIDS.
“I believe that this
bill (if passed into law)
will be state-legislated
genocide against a specific
community of Ugandans,"
said Canon Gideon
Byamugisha to The
Guardian last month.
Human rights
groups call the AntiHomosexuality
Bill a witch hunt
of homosexuals.
Although “practicing"
homosexuality has

been illegal in Uganda,
the proposed bill
has expanded the
punishment and calls
the crime “aggravated
homosexuality,” which
could be punishable by
death. Men and women
in same-sex relationships
will be targeted and
sentenced to death row.
The death penalty is also
applied in a homosexual
relationship if a partner is
under 18, has a disability
or is HIV-positive.
People accused
under the aggravated
homosexuality clause will
be forced to undergo an
HIV test. The bill could
wipe out close to half
a million lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender
people in Uganda.
President Barack
Obama has already
denounced the law in a
written statement. Given
the incredible danger
IXiBT Ugandans face
and the continuous
support of the bill from
other countries, we as

Americans, as citizens of
a nation that strives for
justice, must do more.
If three men can make
an impact on a country
and gain enough support
to send a shock wave of
fear and rage against a
group of people, surely
we can stand united and
effectively communicate
our values of humanity
towards the Ugandan
government.
leakers, I am asking
you to please write our
state representatives
right now and demand
that America lead the
international community
in condemning this law.
For more information on
how you can help stop
hate and save thousands
of lives, visit the Human
Rights Campaign’s Web
site at http://www.hre.org
and under “Get Involved,”
choose “Take Action.”

nkharmai@ lanthorn .com
See more: Visit
Lanthorn.com for
Zee Fossett's column.

Susie Skowronek, Laker Life Editor
lakerlife@lanthorn.com
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Local concert to benefit
Haiti earthquake relief
Ca mpus. Ch ristian
groups join forces to
gather donations for
Haiti relief efforts

GVL / Eric Coulter

Polly Letofsky shares stories about her walk around the globe for breast cancer.

Woman walks 14,124 miles to
spread breast cancer awareness

By Susie Skowronek
GVL Laker Life Editor
Students eager to contribute to
Haiti relief have an opportunity
to do so while enjoying a concert
packed with local talent.
Campus ministry groups —
His House Christian Fellowship,
Campus Ministries, Intervarsity
and Wesley House — will host a
concert to benefit those affected
by the Jan. 12 Haiti earthquake.
From 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Wednesday in the Grand River
Room of Kirkhof Center, concertgoers can gather and contribute
to Haiti earthquake relief.
The concert will feature Grand
Valley State University rock bands
Valentiger and Era Everafter and
Ferris State University alumnus
Jacob Pauwels with an acoustic
performance.
Donations
will
benefit
the
American
Red
Cross
and
Samaritan's
Purse,
an
organization that provides clean
drinking water, assists in farm
projects and sponsors children
who live in poverty.
“People want to feel like they
can do something to help,” said
A.J. Gretz, an associate campus
minister who works with His
House. “It's a human reaction to
want to help.”
Gretz
said
the
campus
ministries wanted to organize the
concert before people became
desensitized to the disaster.
“People
that
are
not
comfortable with donating online
can attend,” Gretz said. “The
Grand Valley community also
has an opportunity to participate
in something as a group.”
Concert
organizers
will
request donations at the door and
suggest contributions of $5.
“While $5 is not much
on its own, if we get a lot of
donations together, we can make
a difference,” Gretz said.
Franklin Graham, president
and CEO of Samaritan’s Purse,
released a statement with an
international call to action for
donations benefiting Haiti.
“We’re
building
shelters,
providing clean water,” Graham
said. “We can do about 500,000
gallons of water a day by the end
of next week.”
Graham added Samaritan's
Purse
has
floy^n
medical
professionals,
medicine
and
hygiene kits to Haiti, and the
organization will send flights
with additional supplies each day
for the next several weeks.
“The people in Haiti are
suffering,” he added. “This is
going to take a long time. This is
just the beginning.”
While
campus
Christian
organizations
will
host
the

“Even though I was traveling on
my own through these countries, 1
was never really alone,” she said. “I
During the course of five years, went and did this walk by myself, but
Polly Letofsky walked 14,124 miles
people were always surrounding me."
through 22 countries and raised more
Letosky journeyed from Western
than $250,(XX) for breast cancer.
Europe to America and then back to
On Tuesday, the Grand Valley Colorado. Letofsky said she found
State University chapter of Colleges the average distance traveling from
Against Cancer, which raises money town to town was 16 miles — a day’s
and awareness for breast cancer, journey by foot.
brought Letofsky to share her story.
“People will take away inspiration
“It was important to bring Polly from Polly’s story,” said Sara Baker,
(Letofsky) to Grand Valley because CAC secretary. “Hopefully, they’ll
college is a time where people are have new outlooks on something
trying to define themselves and work
because you can apply her motivation
towards that goal,” said Chelsea Page, behind her journey to just about
CAC president. “Polly (Letofsky) is a
anything.”
person who has done this already.”
Letofsky worked with different
The task too five years to complete, organizations in every country for
but at the end of her trek, Letofsky
which she raised money for breast
raised thousands of dollars for local
cancer. Though she had a national
and global breast cancer foundations.
beneficiary in the U.S., most of the
“I love her stories,” said LeaAnn
places kept the money locally.
Tibbe,
assistant
“It makes you
director for Student
“You need to be
feel the potential to
Life. “It makes you
do something great,
passionate about
want to get out and do
if you put your mind
something.”
something in
to it,” said Deana
During her visit,
Girbach,
GVSU
order to make a
Letofsky spoke about
graduate student and
difference.”
the motivations behind
former CAC vice
her five-year walk,
POLLY LETOFSKY
president.
what
her journey
GLOBAL WALKER FOR
Page
shared
was like and how the
BREAST CANCER
Girbach’s admiration
experience felt.
of Letofsky’s effort.
“I started to discover the world by
“She’s one person who made a
the newspaper,” she said. “Reading
huge impact, reinstating that even
about all of these other countries made though she may not be the doctor in
me realize that kids are so different the operating room or the researchers
than in the United States.”
at Van Andel, all are fighting to battle
Letofsky added her motivation for cancer,” Page said.
walking around the globe was an idea
Letofsky added when working
she had at age 12, when she started to to make a difference, she believes
discover the world.
passion also plays a great role.
“One day, I saw a story of a man
“I think what happens is these
walking around the world and he
Hollywood-types only care for the
was from Minnesota,” she said.
publicity — you can tell who’s into it
“You put one step in front of the and who’s only doing it because they
other and it serves as your mode of feel it looks good,” she said. “You
transportation.”
need to be passionate about something
Letofsky
is originally
from
in order to make a difference, and
Minneapolis, but now lives in
surround yourself around those who
Colorado. She said the decision to you want to be inspired by.”
do the global walk for breast cancer
Letofsky said her most memorable
was for her, part of life's journey.
moments of the journey were when
Women surrounding Letofsky's life in
she crossed over the Westminster
Colorado were diagnosed with breast
Bridge upon entering into London,
cancer around the time she decided to and then when she returned to New
complete the walk.
York City after 9/11.
“I knew I had to be old enough
She also traveled across Michigan
to be able to handle the experience during her trek back through the U.S.
with wisdom and yet young enough and said the return to Allendale is the
to be able to physically complete the finishing touch on her campaign.
journey,” Letofsky said of the journey.
“Coming into Allendale, Mich., is
“That age was 37.”
almost like coming full circle, only I
The countries Letofsky traveled
will be taking a plane this time,” she
through were pre-planned before the
said.
walk, but the blueprint for the trip was
ToleammoreaboutLetofsky’sstory,
often changed according to what was visit
http://www.pollysglobalwalk.
happening in the country or place she com.
was visiting.
msoter@ lanthorn c om

By Maya Soter
GVL Staff Writer
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Valentiger is one of several local bands scheduled to perform at the Haiti relief
concert hosted by GVSU campus ministry groups on Wednesday.

Courtesy Photo / Valentigermusic.com

The relief concert will benefit the American Red Cross and Samaritan's Purse.

concert benefiting victims of the
Haiti earthquake, the music will
not be Christian-specific.
“It’s more about Grand Valley
coming together to contribute,”
Gretz added. “And they also get
to support local music.”
Era Everafter member Zach
Burnham, lead singer and guitar
player, anticipates his band's
performance Wednesday.
“I'd
prefer
playing
for
something like this,” he said.
“We have played smaller shows
in downtown Grand Rapids, but
I am looking forward to this.
It's not about us or me or the
music.”
Burnham said he has some
insight into the affects of the

earthquake - the lead singer of
Audio Adrenaline was in Haiti
when the earthquake struck.
“Someone I've seen onstage
was actually there,” he said.
“Everyone has something that
will put it into perspective.”
For
the
benefit
concert.
Era Everafter will play songs
written by Burnham. He said he
recommends the song “I’ll Go
Freely,” a song listeners tend to
appreciate.
To hear “I'll Go Freely” and
other songs by Era Everafter,
visit their Web site at http://www.
eraeverafter.com.

lakerlife@ lanthorn .com

Alternative weekend breaks open for winter service
activities such as skiiing.
Future weekend breaks include
GVL Laker Life Editor
women's health on March 27 and 28,
For those students who cannot
and youth and education on April 10
nd the time or money to embark
and 11.
n an alternative spring break, the
Saturday and Sunday, a group
udents organization Alternative
went to a mystery town to assist
reaks offers a weekend option.
individuals with disabilities at a
Weekend breaks offer service camp.
pportunities for those without a free
“Disabilities are some things
'eek during spring or
don't
people
'inter breaks as well
“This service
encounter
every
s those who cannot
day,”
Wallace
strengthens the
fford to participate
said.
“Participants
relationship
t the lengthier trips.
went outside their
“There are fewer
between older and
barriers.”
arriers
for
the
Wallace
added
younger members
weekend trips," said
some
people
did
of the community.”
Jisha
Wallace,
not have experience
weekend and winter
working with people
reak chair. “They
with
physical
or
ALISHA WALLACE
re like introductions
mental
disabilities.
WEEKEND AND WINTER
)
Alternative
Nonetheless, students
BREAK CHAIR
i reaks.”
did arts, crafts and
Participants
do
other camp activities
bout 15 hours of service on each
with the campers.
f the five total weekend breaks
Wallace said Alternative Breaks
jheduled this school year. Weekend
operates using a continuum. At the
ips cost $45, which covers travel, bottom of the spectrum are members,
xxl and lodging.
people who do not care about issues
On the next weekend trip and do not volunteer. Active citizens
:heduled for Feb. 27 and 28, work at the top of the spectrum,
ludents will provide sports therapy
putting community first in all their
:>r individuals with disabilities, actions.
articipants will assist with outdoor
“We want to take someone who

By Susie Skowronek

is a member or volunteer - someone
who does not know exactly what an
issue is or what it means to him or
her - and transform the person into
an active participant,” Wallace said.
“We want people to return to their
communities and ask, ‘Now what am
I going to do?”’
She added Alternative Breaks will
not necessarily rocket a member to
an active participant in one volunteer
experience.
Wallace
said
serving
with
Alternative Breaks has made her re
evaluate herself as a person and as a
citizen.
“It wasn’t until I returned to an
organization and saw how important
it is to foster citizenship in members
that I felt like a conscientious or an
active citizen,” Wallace said.
Last semester, students worked
withan inter-generational community.
They cooperated with a nonprofit
organization that provides outreach
to the elderly through in-home care
and relationship building.
“This service strengthens the
relationship between older and
younger members of the community,”
Wallace added.
In one instance, students cleaned
a woman’s home. Trip participants
also painted rooms in a living center
- a task the elders could not do.

Her freshman year, Wallace
participated in her first spring break
trip with Alternative Breaks - animal
rights. Since then,she has participated
in or led several weekend breaks,
including individualswithdisabilities,
inter-generational community and
youth and education.
“Alternative Breaks is a huge
passion of mine,” Wallace said. “You
get to focus on service and learning

at the same time. Participants are able
to reflect on what they had done and
apply it to what they do on campus.”
Alternative Breaks will still accept
applications for spring break trips,
which will send students to work on
one of 17 causes. Trips cost $275.
For more information about the
spring break trips, visit http://www.
gvsualtemativebreaks.com.

lakerlife@ lanthorn .com
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GV students spend their break serving the community on a past alternative trip
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Junior impresses at All-Star event
By Curtis Kalleward
GVL Staff Writer

Women's soccer team
gives back to community
The

Grand

University

Valley

women's

State
soccer

team took part in two separate
community service opportunities
this past weekend. The team
split into two groups: one group
spent time bathing dogs, sorting
paperwork

and

Junior Corey Melinn never made
it to the wrestling state championships
when he was in high school, but he has
already achieved All-Star status at the
collegiate level.
The Grand Valley State University
wrestler competed on behalf of the
National Collegiate Wrestling Alliance
heavyweight class at the first annual
American Airlines All-Star Challenge.
The event was a friendly meet between

interacting

with animals at the Kentwood
County Animal
the

other

Shelter,

group

while

spent

time

tidying up children's rooms at
the Ronald McDonald House in
Grand Rapids. The team won
the NCAA Division II national
championship 'this

past

fall.

Emanuel Johnson, Sports Editor
sports@lanthorn.com

GVL / James Brien

Corey Melinn from the wrestling team.

the NCWA and National Association
of Intercollegiate Athletics wrestling
conferences, held this past weekend in
Dallas.
“To have somebody go in the first
year that they hold it is exciting,” said
GVSU head coach Rick Bolhuif
“Not only did Corey get the spotlight,
but it also put our team on a national
standing. We’re being featured on all
sorts of national wrestling Web sites,
and the university’s name is out there,
too.”
The wrestlers at the event were the
top returning All-Americans in each
weight class. Though he lost his match
2-0 to Willie Hernandez of Jamestown
College (N.D.), Melinn said he enjoyed
the experience.
“It was a pretty cool event,” he said.
“1 rode around in a Hummer limousine
with the other wrestlers (from the
NWCA). The amount of media that
was there really surprised me. I thought
that it wasn’t going to be that big of a
deal, but it was.”

The matches were televised locally
in Dallas and Arlington, and Melinn
said he was not used to the extra
attention.
“There were three television
cameras around the mats and lots of
other people taping, too,” he said. “It
was kinda weird but exciting.”
Melinn’s loss proved to be the
result of his lack of knowledge about
his opponent. Hernandez is currently
ranked No. 7 in this year’s NAIA
heavyweight class.
“He was really strong and 1 couldn’t
get anything going on him,” Melinn
said. “A lot of the guys I normally
wrestle, I face them more than once
so I know what I’m going to see. All I
can really do for next year is get bigger
and stronger so that I don’t have any
disadvantages.”
Bolhuis, who has coached the
285-pound heavyweight for the past
three years, said Melinn’s participation
in a nation-wide tournament is just the
latest development in a string of rapid

growth, both on and oft of the mat.
“When he came to us as a freshman,
he’d never even qualified for the high
school state meet in Michigan,” Bolhuis
said. “But he believed in himself and
the system that we set up. He’s hard
working and very dedicated ”
Melinn’s personal acclaims and
demeanor have caught the eyes of his
teammates as well.
“He’s definitely a leader on the
team,” said sophomore Thomas
Sobeck. “He always cheers his
teammates on and never lets anyone
get down on themselves. He puts
110 percent of what he has into every
practice and match, and he’s a big
teddy bear off the mat.”
Melinn and the rest of the GVSU
wrestling squad now prepare for the
national dual championships, held Jan.
28 and 29.
For complete video coverage of
Melinn’s match against Hernandez,
visit http://www.flowrestling.org.

ckallew ard@ lanthorn .coni

Football team adds new
face to the committed list
According to a local news
source, football prospectCameron
Fields

has

given

his

verbal

commitment to join the Grand
Valley State University football
team. Fields' father, Curtis Fields,

Living on schedule: managing
time is key for student athletes

played football at GVSU. Cameron
Fields, who strained his MCL in
the offseason before his senior
year, finished his final season
with 31 receptions for 533 yards
and five touchdowns as well as
307 yards rushing for five TDs.

Schedule
Today:

- W. Basketball at Northwood
University, 6 p.m.
- M. Basketball at Northwood
University, 8 p.m.
Friday:

- M/W. Track and Field, Bob
Eubanks Open (Laker Turf
Building), 4 p.m.
- M/W. Swim, Dive at Hope
College, 5 p.m.
- M. Hockey vs. Central
Michigan University, 9 p.m.
Saturday:

- W. Basketball at Wayne
State University, 1 p.m.
- M. Basketball at Wayne
State University, 3 p.m.
- M/W. Swim, Dive at
Indianapolis, 2 p.m.
- M. Hockey at Central
Michigan University, 9 p.m.

By Jared Greenleaf
GVL Senior Reporter
Whether it be competing on a track,
a field or a court, a varsity athlete faces
the difficulty of attempting to be the
most successful they can be every day.
Success, however, is not the only
component of the hardship thrown into
the life of an athlete.
There are also the clashes between
time in other areas such as sc hex) 1, study
time and social time. With all of those
areas to deal with, time management
is a key asset in an athlete’s everyday
life.
“You realize when you don’t have
much time to get things done, you
make sure with the free time you have,
you are doing what you need to do,”
said junior Sara Parks, a member of
the Grand Valley State University cross
country and track teams. “When you're
in season and you have early morning
practices, it’s difficult to have social
time in between.”
Parks endures a schedule in which
she participates in early morning
practices, heads to classes and then
back for an afternoon practice while
making time to study in between and
after.
Parks, a nursing major at GVSU,
said one way she copes with the stress
of being a student athlete is relating to
her teammates within.
“When it gets overwhelming for
some of us, we just try to talk about it
with each other at practice,” she said.
“We like to rely on each other when we
discuss it because we all know we’re in
the same boat.”
In dealing with the stresses in the
everyday lives of GVSU athletes, an
important factor is balance.
“Balance is something we talk abopt
with them,” said GVSU women’s
soccer coach Dave Dilanni. “You

can see almost to a tee a girl that's a
little bit overwhelmed that they don't
have enough balance in their life.
It's definitely a big deal and our girls
are conscientious of organizing their
schedules properly and not putting
too much time into school, not too
much time into soccer, but rather
giving themselves enough time to
themselves.”
Dilanni, a seven-year veteran at
GVSU, said he can recall times when
his players have come to him to discuss
their stress situation.
“Oh, multiple times per season,” he
said. "When they’re dealing with stress,
we just try to tell them it’s not the end
of the world and help them out in trying
to adjust in certain areas so they won't
be too overwhelmed.”
Not only has school overwhelmed
athletes, but when injuries come
about, it becomes an especially weary
struggle. Senior Jocelyn Ingram of the
women’s basketball team suffered a
tom cartilage injury in 2(X)8 that kept
her out of action.
“It was very hard,” she said. “You
had worked so hard the year before and.
you have to come back when everyone
else is getting ready, and you can’t
contribute. It’s hard to watch.”
While the injury took its toll on her
basketball career, Ingram said it freed
up her schedule, making time less of
a factor in her day-to-day business.
During the injury time, Ingram went
through rehabilitation once in the
morning, then once during team
practice.
“It didn't really bother me in terms
of managing my time,” Ingram said. “It
did suck, but it worked out because I
had a flexible schedule with when I did
my rehab and had classes; it worked
out fine.”
As far as prioritizing an athlete’s
many obligations. Parks said school

mum jmvn
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Time management is especially important to student athletes as they balance
homework, practice schedules, part-time jobs and a social life.

will always remain superior to athletic
competition in her life.
“I
don’t
plan
on
running
professionally by any means so I'm
sure school is taken care of before
anything,” she said. “Whenever I get

worked up about something, it’s more
school-related than track-related, so I
make sure I'm more mentally focused
for school.”

jgreenleaf® lanthorn .coni

Mitchell speaks out on future plans
By Emanuel Johnson
GVL Sports Editor
The Lanthorn recently sat down
with newly hired Grand Valley State
University head football coach Matt
Mitchel and discussed some of his
future plans for the team.

Lanthorn: You've been an
assistant coach for most of your
career, and this is your first head
coaching
opportunity at the
collegiate level. How prepared for
this job do you feel you are at this
point?

Follow LanthornSports
on Twitter for up-tothe-minute coverage of
Laker games, players
and coaches

•

Mitchell: I'm as prepared as
I can be for coaching at Grand
Valley. It’s not like I’m going into
another school where I don't know
any players or anything. I have an
inherent advantage in that I’ve been
here for six years and know the
system very well. There is always

going to be a
learning
curve
when you do
something new,
but I believe that
my learning curve
is going to be less
steep as if there
were
someone
new brought in
or if I was going
somewhere else
to coach.

a hands-on guy.

Lanthorn: When the GVSU fans
come out to see the first football
game next season, what will be
noticeably different in the team
under your regime as opposed to
under Martin s?
MltClMlI

Lanthorn: What kind of coach are
you ? Do you consider yourself to be
a Tony-Dungy-quiet type or more of
a Bill-Parcells-in-your-face type?
Mitchell: I think I'm probably
a mixture of both. I'm pretty even
keeled, but when it’s time to get on
some people, I get on some people.
We coach hard and haye high
expectations, so I think I’m more of

Mitchell:
Offensively
and
defensively, the brand of football
that we play, I don’t think that
there’s going to be a whole lot of
differences. I'm still going to run the
defense the same way — it’s going
to have the same type of structure
that it had before. We’re going to try
to tailor both sides of the football to
our players as best we can. All of the
quarterbacks that we have now are a
lot more mobile than Brad (Iciek),so
we might do a little more stuff with
running our quarterback. We’re not
turning into Georgia Tech overnight,
but we’re going to try to put some

pressure on some defenses. The
product on the field won’t be much
different in terms of structure, but
I’m hoping that the results stay the
same.

Lanthorn: Who do you see taking
over the quarterback position this
year?
Mitchell: It's going to be really
interesting, and honestly right now
I have no idea. We’ve got (junior)
Marquel Neasman coming back for
his senior year — he’s going to have
all the opportunity in the world.
There’s a few other kids within
our program, and we did have one
transfer, Kyle McMahon from
Eastern Michigan, who is on campus
now. (Neasman) knows the most
about our offense, but it’s January.
He’s going to have to earn it.
See Mitchell, A7
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New technology
comes with a price
Aaron

Brandt

'(?

Sports fans nowadays
have it made. In this fastpaced world of high speed
Internet, TiVo, iPhones
and ESPN, following our
favorite teams and athletes
has never been easier.
Take this past decade
as an example. There have
been thousands of new
ways to get instant and
concise information into
a device that fits in your
hand.
Sports are now more
accessible to the average
fan than they have ever
been, and Grand Valley
State University is no
exception.
We can friend request
Louie the Laker on
Facebook, follow athletes,
coaches and staff on
Twitter and even stream
live video of GVSU
sporting events. We have
never had more access to
the sporting world. Even
the Lanthorn is adding
more videos, podcasts
and visual media on the
Web site to keep up with
the changing winds of our
instant culture.
Think back to the ‘30s
when people had to either
see a game live or listen to
it on the radio to find out
what was happening. Now,
we can buy cable packages
that allow us to choose our
own camera angles from
the comfort of our futons
after watching 10 hours of
pregame shows.
This access, however,
has brought up an entirely
new set of issues. With all
of the new ways we find to
immerse ourselves into the
world of sports, athletes
and coaches alike have
newfound responsibilities.
For example, NBA
player Gilbert Arenas
is in serious trouble
after he tweeted about
his disagreement with
fellow teammate, Javaris
Crittenton, over a gambling
debt. This eventually led
the pair to draw firearms
on each other, resulting in
suspensions and possible
jail time for Arenas.
NFL star Chad
Ochocinco was fined for
his tweet about bribing
referees. He claimed he
was joking, but the damage
was done and he was
punished accordingly.
While all of this
technology adds a whole
new layer to the sporting
world, it does comes with
heavy baggage. Teams used
to be able to control much
of what their athletes said
through very organized
press conferences and
news releases, but now any
athlete can say anything
they want via Twitter,
Facebook or YouTube.
With all of the new
ways to peer into the lives
of the athletes and teams
we love, we are bound
for disappointment. The
behavior of our beloved
athletes is not getting
worse — we are just seeing
a side that was previously
buried within the confines
of the locker room.
Without constant
sports and entertainment
coverage, would the Tiger
Woods saga have been
such a big deal? Would it
have even gotten out to the
public?
I do not condone Woods*
actions, but he does provide
a striking example of how
an athlete's personal life
is now directly related to
his career. Our society
places athletes, celebrities
and even politicians on a
pedestal that now can be
destroyed by one careless
comment on the Internet or
misdeed caught on camera.
We can reap the benefits
of constant and in-depth
sports coverage, but we
also must realize the deeper
we dig into an athlete’s
personal life, the more dirt
we will find.

ahrandt@lanthorn.com
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Lakers look to heat up ice against CMU
(JVSU mens hockey team to face Chippewas in first of 6-game stretch against in-state opponents
By Greg Monahan

GVi Staff Writer

Thursday, January 21, 2010

GVL Staff Writer

Winning nine of its last 11
games and beginning a crucial
six-game stretch against in
state opponents, the Grand
Valley State University men’s
hockey team looks to stay
hot this weekend against the
Central Michigan University
Chippewas.
Facing a struggling CMU
team that has lost three
straight contests, the Lakers
will use the two weekend
games as preparation for
their upcoming matchups
against the two top teams
in the region, Davenport
University and Michigan
State University.
But GVSU head coach
Mike Forbes said the team
will not look past this week’s
opponent.
“These are games that we
have to have if we’re going
to make a move in the (Great
Midwest Hockey League),”
he said. “If we’re going to
hold our standing and make
a move in the region, it’s
imperative for us to have a
good weekend. Gtx>d teams
are expected to beat teams
like this, and for us to move

up, it’s going to be important
for us to show up for both
games.”
Coming off two straight
wins against Division I
opponents Adrian College
and Oakland
University,
the team’s quality play has
started between the pipes and
worked outward, said junior
forward Ryan Welch.
“Our goalies are a huge
part of our team,” he said.
“They’ve been playing very
well, and that’s key. (Junior
goaltender Josh) LaVigne
played
excellent
against
Adrian and then Grant
(Lyon) played one of his best
games that I’ve seen him play
against Oakland. Things for
us start in our defensive zone.
Wc take care of our zone first
and we go from there.”
After spending the last two
weeks with several players
out due to a recent string of
injuries, senior captain Jason
Brown said the team’s focus
this weekend*will be to play
smart hockey and win the
special teams battle.
“We definitely have to
stay disciplined,” he said.
“We have a short bench
as it is, and we can’t have

guys spending time in the
penalty box. We’re trying to
fine tune the power play and
the penalty kill, because we
know we’ll have to capitalize
on those chances against
better teams hke Davenport
and Michigan State.”
The biggest task at hand
this weekend for the leakers
will be to stop CMU forward
Jordan Jakubik, who has 36
points in 20 games. Despite
his stellar numbers, slowing
down the star forward is not
impossible, Forbes said.
“Their top line puts up
a lot of good numbers,” he
said. “Jakubik is a prolific
scorer and he has great
speed. (CMU) has their
defense shoot the puck just
past our defense and bank it
off the boards to give him a
breakaway. They do it all the
time. Once you shut down
that fast break, I think we
can matchup any of our lines
against their top line.”
Face-off is set for 9 p.m.
at home this Friday before
the Lakers travel to Isabella
County Arena on Saturday
to wrap up the two-game
series.

gmonahan @ lanthorn .com

Ryan Welch looks for a shot during a previous game. The Lakers
take on Central Michigan University this weekend at home.

Oh Captain, My Captain: Olympic hockey style
Ira Podell
AP Hockey Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — One game
into the 2002 Salt Uike City Olympics,
Super Mario had to change his team’s
approach and lead by example.
Captain Mario Ixmieux was in
charge of a Canada club in crisis.
Sweden hammered the team 5-2 in the
opener, and if things were going turn
around, serious adjustments had to be
made. It started with No. 66.
And the man hand-picked by Wayne
Gretzky to deliver a long-awaited gold
medal to his hockey-crazed country'
showed his teammates the way.
“Their shifts were long, they were
disconnecter!, they were disjointed and
all that kind of stuff,” said Tom Renney,
a former New York Rangers head
coach and current Edmonton assistant,
who led Team Canada in several
international tournaments. “From that
point on, I don’t think Mario Lemieux

Mitchell
continued from page A6

Lanthorn: With Blake
Smolen, Berezik and Iciek
leaving, a new hatch of
seniors and a new head
coach, many people see
this as a chance to rebuild
the structure of the football
team. How do you view the
situation ?
Mitchell:
Anytime
you have someone new at
the top, they’re going to
put their own individual
stamp on things. But, at
the same time, since I’ve
been here we’ve gone 747, and I know how we’ve
done that. I know our
operational plan and how
we handle our business,
and there’s no reason to
change that. There’ll be
some new faces out there
on offense, no doubt,
but I think we have good
athletes that can step in
for those players.

had a shift over 40 seconds. He’s got
such a presence and a way about him
that a high-profile group like that really
followed his lead with respect.”
In a short tournament such as the
Olympics, being unselfish is probably
the biggest leadership trait a player can
have. L^emieux’s ability to conform paid
off as Canada earned its first gold in 50
years.
When play begins next month in
Vancouver, the top teams will be a
who’s who of NHL All-Stars. Only one
player per team can be the captain, and
a few others will have an ‘A’ sewn onto
their jerseys as alternates.
That means several others who hold
leadership roles on their NHL clubs
will go without one in the Olympics.
But with so much talent and strong
personalities filling dressing rooms,
leadership can and will come from
many voices.
“The best players in the game lead by
example anyway,” Canada coach Mike

Lanthorn: What kind of
players are you looking to
recruit this year?
Mitchell: We’re looking
to find the best players that
are the most competitive
people on the face on the
earth. It’s one thing to
have talent, but we’ve won
a lot of football games
strictly
because
those
guys wanted to win those
football games. Ability is
one thing, but character,
drive and competitiveness
are
important
in
our
process.

sports@ lanthorn .com
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on New Year's Day, some raised
eyebrows when Rangers captain Chris
Drury received an invitation despite
a statistically down season. More
questions about his inclusion came up
when he wasn’t picked for an official
leadership role.
Drury, chosen by Renney as Rangers
captain before last season, declined
to comment about criticism and isn’t
concerned that friction will be present
when the team convenes.
He will be making his third straight
Olympic appearance for the United
States.
“I think everyone is just going to go
and be themselves,” Drury said. “We're
there for one thing and one thing only.
You’ve got to kind of check your ego
at the door. I don't think we’re going to
have issues with things like that.
“I am just thrilled to be part of it,
thrilled to be there. I am absolutely
trying to do the best I possibly can to
win my country a gold.”

Babcock of the Detroit Red Wings said.
“These are some of the best players in
the world, so every team is going to
have great leadership.”
When one loss can be the difference
between reaching the medal stand or
playing in a consolation round, there
is no room for jealousy or bruised
feelings.
“We’ve got a number of guys who
are wearing letters in the NHL that
aren't going to wear a letter on this
team,” Team USA general manager
Brian Burke said. “leaders don’t need
letters to lead.”
Burke and his selection committee
chose New Jersey forward Jamie
l^angenbrunner to captain the team.
Langenbrunner’s Devils teammateZach
Parise. former New Jersey defenseman
Brian Rafalski of Detroit, Nashville’s
Ryan Suter and Dustin Brown, who
serves as Los Angeles Kings captain,
will be alternates.
When the U.S. roster was announced
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Lanthorn: Four players
were suspended from the
team before the National
Championship
game,
including junior running
back Jimmy Berezik. What
will be their role with the
team, if any?
Mitchell: Jimmy is off
of our roster and won't be
with us anymore. Because
of the situation, he chose
to transfer to McKendree
University down in Illinois.
It was a mutual separation
thing, and he’s going to
finish his eligibility and
degree down there. I'm
still deciding what needs
to happen with the other
three. They are currently
enrolled at Grand Valley
and are still on the team,
but beyond that 1 haven’t
made any decision on them
because I’ve got bigger
fish to fry right now.
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World-class acrobatics perform feats in GR
‘Cirque Dreams: Illumination ’ brings
‘visually arresting performance’ to
Broadway Grand Rapids
instead of a real or model
train.
GVL Staff Writer
“I just truly love using this
When it comes to stage
singular and distinct item as
performances, some attempt
an extension to express this
to
retell
classic . stories
up-and-coming physical art,”
while others try to inspire
Poznanter said.
awe in their viewers with a
The Cyr Wheel is a special
completely new show.
acrobatic device consisting of
“Cirque
Dreams:
a single, large, metal hoop,
Illumination" is one of the
with the acrobat rolling using
latter styles of performance.
the wheel to roll around
“Illumination”
is
the the stage in various ways.
newest theatrical show from The wheel was invented by
creator Neil Goldberg, who, Daniel Cyr and is only used
after relocating to South
by roughly 100 professional
Florida
in
acrobats
“... We take
1982, ventured
throughout the
ordinary things
into numerous
world.
forms
of
“There
is
and characters, like
entertainment.
nothing better
acrobats, and make
Then, 11 years
than
being
their performances
later,Goldberg
chal lenged
created Cirque
physically
unusual.”
Productions,
during
a
JENN
the
first
performance,”
AmericanSIERRA-GROBBELAAR
he said. “It’s
based
CIRQUE MARKETING AND
a big tour,
company
PUBLIC RELATIONS HEAD
a big show
to
produce
and
features
European-, theatrical- and acrobats from across the world
cirque-style shows.
and of the highest levels.
One of 12 original shows
What could be better?”
created by the company,
Another
performer
“Illumination”
is
the
showcased is singer Janine
company’s newest program
Ayn Romano, a native of
and
features
performers Trinidad in the Caribbean.
from around the world, from
“I guess I just grew up in a
Mongolia to Russia.
musical household,” Romano
One such performer is
said. “1 went to college for
David Poznanter, who has
musical theater and after
a distinct skill he exhibits
getting a few off-Broadway
during the performance. He gigs, I joined the group.”
plays a train conductor in the
Romano plays a singing
show and uses a Cyr Wheel
reporter who also acts as the
as his mode of transportation. narrator.

By Josh Brunsting

Courtesy Photo / Chicagofree info

Courtesy Photo / Google Images

Cirque Dreams: Illumination is Neil Goldberg’s newest show. Performers from around the world will dance, sing and perform a variety
of acrobatics using unique props and costumes in the urban drama. "Illumination'' will run Tuesday through Jan. 31 at Broadway GR

“I could not ask for a better
environment to work in —
highest-level performers in a
great show,” she said.
The show takes many
everyday theater characters
and flips them on their heads.
“What makes this show
so distinct and great is that
we take ordinary things and
characters, like acrobats, and
make
their performances
unusual,” said Jenn SierraGrobbelaar, marketing and
public relations head for

Cirque. “It’s a two-hour show,
full of extreme acts as well as
some amazing costumes and
props.”
“Illumination” also has a
unique style that makes this a
show all its own.
“The show’s main style is
far more urban than shows
of its ilk,” Grobbelaar said.
“It follows a group of city
dwellers who gather objects
that are beyond belief and who
transfer everyday occurrences
into astounding feats. This is

all done by an international
cast of top-tier acrobats,
making this one show no one
should miss.”
The performance features
acrobats,
athletes
and
musicians, who will all wear
some of the productions’
roughly
100
different
costumes, all while set in
a cityscape full of special
effects.
“It’s a visually arresting
performance both physically
and aesthetically, and one that

can be loved by young and
old,” Romano said. “I just
hope people get out to see
it, as you won’t see anything
like it again.”
“Cirque
Dreams:
Illumination” will run from
Tuesday through the Jan. 31
at Broadway Grand Rapids,
with performances each day.
For more information,
ticket prices and show times,
visit http://bwaygr.org/cirque.
html.

jbrunsting @ lanthorn .com

'Gotta Get Out' tour
to rock Mixtape Cafe

Spotlight Productions brings quality comedians to campus for free.

Tour features music groups Nineball, Life on Repeat, Leo, A Day of Moments

GV swipes acts from
Dr. Grins, offers free
By Elijah Brumback
GVL Staff Writer
The B O B., in downtown
Grand Rapids, has four floors
of entertainment, food and
booze. It also houses one of
Grand Rapids’ most popular
comedy clubs. Dr. Grin’s.
Dr. Grins' Web site boasts
its
nationally-acclaimed
talent bookings and the
venue’s struggle to offer bigname acts in entertainment to
its guests. Being one of two
total comedy clubs in Grand
Rapids, not to mention part of
one of the largest hospitality
enterprises in the city, allows
Dr. Grins to set the standard
for live comedy in Grand
Rapids.
Dr. Grins has brought in
acts including Pauly Shore,
Bobcat Goldwaith, Aries
Spears and, namely, Kevin
Nealon. Though if you are
under 21, staying at home and
turning on Comedy Central
is the only place you will see
any of these chuckleheads.
Ticket
prices at
Dr.
Grins start at $5 on up to
$10, sometimes more for
special guests, and there is
a two-drink minimum, with
specialty drinks starting at
$7.
However, the under-2l
or penny-pinching crowd
can see most of the acts Dr.
Grins brings for free at Grand
Valley
State
University
before they perform for a
price downtown.
“They actually seem to
bring many of the comedians
we also bring to campus.”
said Joe Corey, Spotlight
Productions’ comedy chair.
“Pete Lee was just there last
weekend and we had him in
October. Mike Kosta will
be playing there in April.
I am almost positive that

Roy Wood Jr., who we are
bringing in April, will be
playing there the weekend
after we bring him as well.”
Corey acknowledged Dr.
Grins as a place that does
feature a wide variety of acts
with enough sway to bring in
well-known names, too.
“Thecomedians they bring
seem to always be hilarious,
and I think whether you have
heard of them or not, you can
almost always be guaranteed
a laugh there,” Corey said.
“They also seem committed
to bringing the best names in
comedy that play at smaller
venues.”
Still, the same laughs
are going to be available
here at Grand Valley State
University with no age
limit, drink minimum or
ticket price. The university
will bring many of the same
names and their jokes for
free.
“It’s almost as awesome
as downloading music from
the Internet and giving it
away free,” said GVSU
sophomore Damon Graham.
“It’s like the pirated version
of good comedy. Cheers to
our university.”
Dr. Grins staff declined
to comment on what they
thought of GVSU’s free
comedy shows featuring
the same performers for
audiences under 21.
“Economically speaking,
they’re missing out on a
large segment of people
who would be interested
in seeing a comedy show,”
said
GVSU
sophomore
Mitch Poling. “But still, it
has got to frustrate them a
little knowing that the same
comedians are booked at
Grand Valley for free before
they perform at Dr. Grins.”

ebrumback@ lanthorn .com

By Nicolle Martin
GVL Staff Writer
Mixtape
Cafe,
one
of Grand Rapid’s own
alternative rock venues,
is set to host the “Gotta
Get Out” tour, featuring
Nineball, Life on Repeat,
Leo and local band A Day
of Moments.
“Everyone would love
this night,” said Jessica
Brady,
Mixtape
Cafe
owner. “It’s a rock ‘n’ roll
night. We’ll be seeing an
eclectic crowd.”
Nineball, the headliners
for the evening, are most
known for their 2008 debut
album,
“Millionaires,”
which
featured
singles
such as “All About the
Money,” “God Save Us
All” and “Among Ashheaps and Millionaires.”
“The Nineball name's
been around for a long
time,” said lead singer Joe
Stockton on the band’s
MySpace page. “Although
we still have a certain level
of naivety to us, we’re
ready to take the scene by
storm.”
As written on their

MySpace
biography, great rock ‘n’ roll sound,”
“the Kentucky born-andshe said. “We’re excited
bred Nineball is a rockto have them - it should
and-roll
explosion
of be a great show. Everyone
catchy sing-along lyrics else on the bill has similar
and an explosive stage style.”
presence that’s sure to
Mixtape
has
hosted
have you dancing ... or at countless
artists
and
least nodding your head
shows, some of their most
obnoxiously.”
successful including The
Stockton
Academy
also
speaks
Is ..., Butch
“Everyone would
about hisselfWalker
love this night. It's
described
and
Hey
stage
Monday.
a rock 'n' roll night.
presence
The
We'll be seeing an
similar to that
“Gotta Get
eclectic crowd.”
of rock ‘n’
Out” tour is
roll
legend
just one of
Mick Jagger,
many lined
driving
up
this year
JESSICA BRADY
the
band
for
Mixtape,
MIXTAPE CAFE OWNER
“with guitar
though they
harmonies
are known
like a shotgun
to host more
local artists.
blast to the heart and drum
parts that weave intricate
“As a musician, it’s
rhythms to compliment ... great to play the Mixtape
the sound runs you over because people like to
like semi-truck without the support local music at local
brakes!”
venues,” said Grand Valley
Brady said this is the State University student
first time for Nineball to Collin Bailey. “If we want
play at the Mixtape Cafe.
to have a music scene, we
“Apparently they have
have to support it at every
great stage presence and a
level.”

The event begins 6
p.m. Thursday. Tickets
are on sale now at http://
mixtapecafe.com for $7,
with the price rising to $ 10
the day of the concert. All
ages are admitted.
“The
Mixtape
pairs
touring bands with local
musicians, which gives the
city a chance to see up-andcoming national bands as
well as what’s happening
locally,” Bailey said. “You
also have the ability to see
the bands up close and
have the chance to interact
with the artists.”
Brady said she expects a
brilliant turnout, due to the
appealing price and party
like atmosphere.
Or as Nineball suggests,
“Grab a few friends, climb
in the car. and stop by their
show to stand front-row and
tap your toes to a show sure
to be memory-making. And
be certain to lean in close
and take a listen when Joey
croons, or Korey walks a
bass-line - just watch your
head for guitars, mics and
the occasional burst of farflung water bottles.”

nmartin @ lanthorn .com

Courtesy Photo / Nineball

Nineball Is the main band of three that will play at the ''Gotta Get Out" tour at Mixtape Cafe on 133 S. Division Ave. in Grand Rapids
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CLASSIFIED RATES
DEADLINES! Noon Friday for Monday. Noon Wednesday for Thursday
E-mail your classifieds: dissifiedMJilanthorn.com

•

Roommates

Looking for 1 female SUB
LEASER for this SUMMER May
til beginning of August Meadows
Crossing Rent is 419 per month.
Apartment style A I live only 20
minutes from here so it"s point
less to stay in the apt all sum
mer.The other 3 girls nice and
very easy to get along with! If
you"re interested let me know
ASAP!
email
me
at
kierstyrael 0@yahoo.com

Services
Textbooks bought and sold,
new and used, online buy
backs. Buy sell rent at.
cheapbooks.com
(260)
399-6111, esponol (212)
380-1763 urdu/hindi/bunjabi
(713) 429-4981 see site for
other support lines

Mackinac State Historic
Parks has fun full time sum
mer seasonal positions for
Historic Interpreters at Fort
Mackinac, Fort CM and the
Lighthouse Naturalist, Ad
venture Tour Guides and His
toric Interpreters at historic
mill creek discovery park,
ground/maintenance, guest
services, archaeology and
motel housing $96 a month,
$7.73 hour, 40 hours/wk start
early May or June through
Labor day (or later). Visit our
webpage
www.MackinacParks.com,
call 231-436-4100 E-mail fegank@michigan.gov

For Sale

Teacher Candidates: Fulfill
your CPR requirements in
one afternoon for $60. Call
Grand Rapids Healthcare at
616-723-0463

56" High. 15" Wide. II" Deep,
handmade, four shelf, unfinished
wood bookcase for sale. Origi
nally purchased for $75, Asking
for $30. Available for pickup at
48 West. Please reply to soderbem® mail.gvsu.edu if inter
ested. Thank you!

Wanted

Housing

Wanted: Music student willing
to give violin lessons to begin
ner. Live close to campus will
ing to meet weekly and pay go
ing rate. Have basic knowledge
of mechanics and note reading.

The Village at 48 West. Stop
in Today! Rates starting at
only $395! 616.895.2400 or
www.48west.com for more
info

Employment
Bartenders wanted. Up to
$250/Day. No Experience
necessary. Training provided.
Age
18+
Okay.
Call
1-800-965-6520. ext. 226.

Boltwood Apartments
Now Leasing. 1 and 2 bed
room. Walk ins welcome.
616 895 5875
randres@accesspmgroup.co
m

DEPTS/
NONPROFIT

FREQUENCY

COMMERCIAL

2 Issues min.

60c/word

3-4 Issues

55<t:/word

55(t/word
50c/word

5+ Issues

50<t/word

45<t/word

Copper
Beech
Townhomes...the
most
space for the best price! 1,2,
3, or 4 bedroom units! Lo
cated in Allendale on 48th
Street. Call 616-895-2900 or
visit
copprbeechtownhomes.com
for more information.
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Calls taken Monday-Fnday, 9-4
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Condo For Sale. 1.5 miles
from campus center. Just
$64,900! Mint condition. 2
large bedrooms (11’ x 13’)
and 2 full baths. See
GRAR.com (MLS # 773723)
for pictures and details.
Laura Koetje Smith Diamond
Realty 616-262-1303

2

9

3*

House: 146 Gold NW park
ing, totally remolded 3 bed
room, bath, new appliances
including dishwasher, base
ment, wood laminate floors,
granite tile counters $750 +
utilities 719-6505

ti i2

5

4

House for rent 1147 Veto St.
Newer four bedroom house
downtown GR. close to
downtown campus one block
from bus stop. Well utilities
1400 per month 350 per bed
room 269-720-9544

ce

9

7

6

i

Allendale Campus

s10 °° per week up to 25 words,
Each additional word 25C

*

Full finished basement available
with large bedroom, full bath
and living area. Upstairs is
kitchen and living room. Fenced
yard, deck. Excellent location in
the middle of Allendale and
Grand Rapids. One year lease
required. $350 per month in
cludes water and waste pick up.
Call Garry at 586-337-7305 or
586-752-3928

0051 KIRKHOF

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS:

5

3

2

MathSuey
Add, subtract, multiply or divide the
8 numbers - in any order - to equal
the number in the diamond below.
Use each of the 8 numbers, only
once! (You may use parentheses
and/or brackets to solve the
equation, if necessary.)

C 2009 Dan Yovich& Laura Bergelh. All rights reserved,
for ware nut MathSuey cow
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See Answers on Lanthorn.com

Ottawa Creek
Apartments
>\»ur home away fnwn home

11127 52nd Ave

ottawacreek.com

Get your news online at

(616) 453-9190

Lanthorn.com
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and leave some feedback.
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TRASH
No parking fees or permits!

$200 OFF

YOUR 1ST MONTH OF RENT! •Nf OM I
Rent as low as $180.00 a month

•M«n W«i| in twifiw •• |ft ipwul

on four p#r»on occupancy
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Courtesy Cartoon / Warner Bros.

Sylvester and TWeety Bird are two of Warner Bros, most famous cartoon stars. A special exhibit detailing
the creation of these characters and more is now on display at the Kalamazoo Institute of Art.

Courtesy Cartoon

I

Warner Bros,

Bugs Bunny, the foil of Elmer Fudd, was created by Tex Avery in 1940 for Warner Bros. "The Art of
Warner Bros. Cartoons," a display devoted to these toons, is on display at the KIA until Feb. 21.

Classic Warner Bros, cartoons come to West Michigan
Kalamazoo Institute of Art hosts exhibit detailing creation of beloved cartoons Bugs Bunny, Wile E. Coyote, Porky Pig, others
“It’s a wonderful
exhibition — both
educational and enjoyable,”
said Vicki Wright, the
director of Collections and
Exhibitions at the KIA. “It’s
an exhibition that people of
all ages are enjoying.”
Attendees can see how
much work was put into
making the famous cartoons
starring Bugs Bunny,
Tweety, Porky Pig and more.
Farrell L. Howe,
the KlA’s marketing
coordinator, said the
complexity of how difficult
it was during that time to
produce just a seven-minute
cartoon makes it well worth
the visit.
“It took thousands of
celluloid (cell) drawings to

By Haley Otman
GVL A&E Editor
Students looking for
something affordable to
do can take a trip back to
their childhood this month
and next with “The Art of
Warner Bros. Cartoons.”
The Kalamazoo Institute
of Arts, a short drive
from Grand Valley State
University’s Allendale and
Pew campuses, is currently
exhibiting more than 160
drawings, paintings, cells
and other art objects used in
the creation of Warner Bros,
cartoons.
The pieces date from the
‘30s up through I960 and
admission to the exhibit and
KIA is free.

produce a single cartoon,”
Howe said. “Where today,
animation is done with
computers.”
Wright said she believes
there is much to be amazed
about when looking at
the Warner Bros, cartoon
creation process.
“(The 160 objects) trace
not only the history of
these cartoon’s characters,
but also the technical and
artistic process of creating
the cartoons,” she said. “The
accomplishments of these
early animators is quite
impressive.”
Ed Wong-Ligda, the
coordinator of illustration at
GVSU, also values Warner
Bros., but for a different
reason.

“I always tell people that
everything I understand
about the world, I learned
through comic books and
cartoons,” he said. “From
Warner Bros, cartoons, I
learned that intelligence
and creativity win out over
stupidity.”
Wong-Ligda said he
believes cartoons are very
important for people who
eventually become artists as
adults.
“Many children start
out copying cartoons and
then move on to creating
paintings, sculptures
or drawings on a more
sophisticated level,” he said.
“But it all started out for
them in childhood, falling
in love with cartoons and

mimicking them.”
Howe estimated a few
thousand guests have
already seen the exhibit
since its December opening.
“It’s great to watch the
‘kid’ in all these adults come
out when they step in and
see the old cartoons they
recognize instantly,” Howe
added. “The reaction to this
exhibition so far has been
very positive ... visitors have
all commented on how fun
and unique it is.”
The cartoons have
delighted children and their
parents alike for decades,
and this exhibit’s stop at
the KIA will be the only
one in Michigan. After it
leaves Kalamazoo, it will be
en route to Winnepeg and

Edmonton in Canada.
During the rest of its
Kalamazoo stop, the KIA
will offer two free programs
to accompany the exhibit.
“ARTbreak: Tex Avery:
King of Cartoons” will take
place Feb. 9 at 12:15 p.m. in
the auditorium and feature a
presentation by Paul Stermer
on Tex Avery, the man
behind Porky Pig, Daffy
Duck and Bugs Bunny.
Then, on Feb.21,the
final day, the KIA will
offer a public tour of the
exhibition so everyone can
get their last fill before it
heads to Canada.
The KIA is located at 3I4
S. Park St. in Kalamazoo.
“That’s All, Folks!”

arts@ lanthorn .com

A timeless debate: the book or the movie? A&E Briefs
also to remain as faithful
as possible to the source
material at hand.
If the director or
screenwriter attempts to
make the story completely
their own, they risk not only
public condemnation from
the author but alienation
from a loyal base of fans who
are ultimately the reason the
book is getting the big-screen
treatment in the first place.
When the first trailer was
released online for Peter
Jackson’s “The Lovely
Bones,” the reception was
generally positive albeit one
major change in the story:
the mystery surrounding
the identity of the killer.
The murderer is revealed
in the trailer, whereas the
notion of his identity lingers
throughout the novel.
“Do Androids Dream of
Electric Sheep?,” the Philip
K. Dick short story, was used
as the inspiration for Ridley
Scott’s “Blade Runner,”

Everyone has a favorite
book.
From “Where The Wild
Things Are” to “Twilight” to
almost every novel Cormac
McCarthy has written, the
translation from hardcover
to screenplay isn't quite as
difficult as the leap from
mind to page.
The basic story arc is
already set, and your cast of
characters is ready to be fully
realized in front of a lens,
so a sizable portion of the
creative workload has been
completed.
What does present a
problem, though, is the
struggle to not only copy
and paste as much from the
novel to the silver screen as
possible without reaching
the point of saturation, but

widely considered among
Patrick Bateman, the film’s
protagonist, mentions to
critics to be the greatest sci-fi
his lawyer events as they
film of all time. Hampton
Fancher and David Peoples
transpired in the book,
successfully paying homage
took Dick’s brainchild,
to Ellis’ work while allowing
hashed it out into a script and
Harron’s to stand confidently
created the exception to the
on its own.
rule.
Alan Moore, famed
One of
. Bret
the most
Easton Ellis’
for "From Hell"
celebrated
1991 novel
and "The League
graphic
“American
of Extraordinary
novelists
Psycho” would
of all
later be adapted
Gentlemen" now
time, Alan
and directed
refuses to work
Moore, has
for theaters by
with Hollywood
relinquished
Mary Harron,
all rights to
premiering at
due to botched
his works on
the Sundance
adaptations of his
sole request
Film Festival
works.
of having
on Jan.21,
his name
2000.
removed from all film
Generally believed to be
credits.
un-filmable, not in scope,
After his works “From
but rather due to its graphic
Hell” and “The League of
violence and sexual content,
Extraordinary Gentlemen”
Harron chose against filming
were given less-thanthe more controversial scenes
stellar treatments, Moore
exactly as they appeared
vowed never to work with
in the novel. Instead,

cMLendale
#
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We wash every car like it’s our own!’

616.895.5040
5505 Lake Michigan Dr. • Allendale, Ml 49401

Hollywood in any respect
ever again.
Even with the financial
success and positive critical
reception to both “V for
Vendetta” and “Watchmen,”
Moore remains steadfast.
“Worst-case scenario
— Alan puts the movie on
his DVD player on a cold
Sunday in London and
watches and says, ‘Yeah, that
doesn’t suck too bad,”' said
“Watchmen” director Zack
Snyder.
Moore’s response?
“That’s the worst-case
scenario? I think he’s
underestimated what the
worst-case scenario would
be ... that’s never going
to happen in my DVD
player in ‘London’(Moore
very famously lives in
Northampton). I’m never
going to watch this f—ing
thing.”
I guess you can’t make
everyone happy.

clevandoski@lanthorn.com

Last Laker Standing
audition sign-ups
Spotlight Productions’
Last Laker Standing
comedy competition is
ready for some new faces.
Auditions for the Feb. 26
show will be held Monday
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and
Jan. 28 from 8 p.m. to 10
p.m. To sign up for a spot,
e-mail comedy chair Joe
Corey at comedygv@
gmail.com.
Win tickets to shows
from The Whale
WCKS The Whale,
Grand Valley State
University's student-run
radio station, is giving
away two pairs of tickets
to at least six local shows.
Visit http://thewhale,
wufoo .com/forms/wi nfree-tickets-to-shows/ to
enter to win.
"Putting Science on
the Big Screen"
This biology seminar
is based on the film “I^ike
Invaders: The Fight for
Lake Huron,” which
was created by GVSU
professor John Schmit and
GVSU students. It will
take place Friday from
noon to I p.m. in Padnos
Hall room 308, on the
Allendale Campus.
Girls' Night Out at the

$5 00 Super Wash
•Soft Cloth Wash
•Under Carriage Flush
•Rim Cleaner
•Wheel Cleaner

•Whitewall Cleaner
‘Clear Coat Protectant
«High Pressure Rinse
‘Touchless Blow Dry
Must Present Coupon | Expires 2/21/10

1

Melting Pot
The Grand Rapids
location of The Melting '
Pot is having a Girls’
Night Out tonight
starting at 5:30. They
offer three fondue
courses, mini martinis
and dexir prizes for $33 a
person. Reservations are
recommended and can
be made by calling (616)
365-0055.

